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EVACUATION  OF  BILBAO. 

TEXT  OF  NOTES  EXCHANGED  BETWEEN  H.B.M.  AMBASSADOR 

AT     HENDAYE    AND     HIS     EXCELLENCY    GENERAL    FRANCO, 

HEAD    OF   THE    NATIONAL   GOVERNMENT    OF   SPAIN. 

{Translated  from  the  Spanish). 

H.B.M.  Ambassador  to  H.E.  General  Franco. 
Hendaye.     SOth  April,  1937. 

"Acting  under  instructions  from  H.B.M.  Principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  the  honour  to  address  to  Your 
Excellency   the   following   urgent   communication  : 

"The  Basque  Government  has  approached  H.B.M.  Government 
^expressing  their  wish  to  evacuate  from  Bilbao  the  women,  children  and 
old  men  threatened  by  the  proximity  of  the  war  zone.  They  have 
solicited  the  protection  of  His  Majesty's  ships  for  this  purpose.  In 
their  reply  H.B.M.  Government  have  enquired  whether  the  Basque 
Government  would  allow  His  Majesty's  Consul  at  Bilbao  constantly  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  relative  preparations  in  order  to  ensure  that 
strict  impartiality  shall  be  maintained  both  in  the  letter  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  operation.  The  Spanish  Ambassador  in  London  has 
informed  the  Secretary  of  State  that  he  personally  is  sure  that  these 
two  conditions  wiU  be  accepted  and  I  await  a  reply  in  this  sense  within 
a  few  hours. 


"On  the  strength  of  the  observance  of  these  two  conditions,  H.B.M. 
Government  is  instructing  His  Majesty's  ships  to  grant,  facilities  and 
all  possible  protection  to  any  vessel  leaving  Bilbao  with  these  non- 
combatant  refugees  on  her  arrival  on  the  high  seas. 

"In  order  not  to  lose  time  H.B.M.  Government  hereby  communi- 
cates this  information  to  Your  Excellency  as  an  act  of  courtesy  and 
feels  sure  that  Your  Excellency  will  not  only  not  object  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  you  will  receive  it  with  pleasure  in  the  same  spirit  which 
animates  H.B.M.  Government  for  the  alleviation  of  suffering. 

"H.M.  Consul  at  Bilbao  is  personally  receiving  instructions  to 
ensure   complete   impartiality." 
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THE    CALPE   HUNT      ^^^ 


"  Great  pleasure  is  expressed  in  the  garrison  (of  Gibraltar)  at  the  kindness 
of  General  Franco  in  permitting  the  Royal  Calpe  Hunt  of  Gibraltar  to 
resume  hunting  in  the  neighbouring  Spanish  territory** 

News  Item  in  "Daily  Telegraph" 

The  scarlet  coat  rides  now  in  the  scarlet  lands. 
The  little  foxes  flee  the  greater  ones. 
The  bright  chase  scatters:    on  the  winter  sands 
What  mothers  hear  the  death-cry  of  their  sons  ? 

Beware  the  brake,  beware  the  bitter  wood  ! 
t  I         Your  hounds  may  light  on  other  victims  there ; 

Where  traitor  generals  smeared  all  Spain  with  blood 
And  Death's  '* Halloo"  comes  down  the  ghostly  air. 

The  old  world  rides  again  to  hunt  its  prey. 
Rattles  its  skeleton  across  the  fields. 
Blasphemes  the  glory  of  the  rising  morn : 

But  life  is  stronger  than  the  world's  decay. 
And  now  to  Truth  which  neither  dies  nor  yields 
^,  She  sounds  her  last  and  all-compelling  horn, 

^'  J,'  ,.,.,.,..._.         Stanley  Richardson. 
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CIVIL  STRIFE  IN  SPAIN 


^?1 


A  UNITED  CHRISTIAN  FRONT 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  TIMES 


Sir, — ^In  1925,  as  British  Treasurer  of  the 
Universal  Conference  of  Life  and  Work, 
now  sitting  at  Oxford,  I  was  present  at  the 
oflSclal  memorial  service  held  at  Stock- 
holm to  the  martyred  Russian  Patriarch 
Tikhon.  .  All  Christians  united  in  this  ex- 
pression of  their  sympathy  for  the  martyrs 
of  Russia  and  their  detestation  of  the 
persecutions  of  which  they  were  the 
victims.  According  to  the  Special  Corre- 
spondent of  the  Manchester  Guardian 
(June  24):  — 

The  attack  on  religion  has  been  more 
radical  in  Loyalist  Spain  than  anywhere  else 
in  the  world,  including  even  Mexico  and 
Russia.  .  .  .  Nor  have  Protestant  Churches 
escaped.  .  .  .  The  two  non-conformist  places 
of  worship  at  Clot  and  Pueblo  Nueva  have  been 
burnt.  ...  In  Loyalist  Spain  there  is  nothing 
left  to  persecute. 

Why  should  Christians  to-day  be  less 
united  in  their  detestation  of  persecution 
than  they  were  in  the  time  of  the  Russian 
persecution  ?  Is  it  because  they  have  been 
misled  into  accepting  the  myth  of  a 
military  rising  against  a  democratic 
Government  ?  I  know  Spain  well.  I  was 
in  Cadiz  on  the  day  of  the  General  Elec- 
tion, 1936,  and  was  left  with  no  illusions 
as  to  the  methods  under  which  that  election 
was  held. 


At  the  Methodist  Conference  in  Brad- 
ford, which  is  still  sitting,  and  which  repre- 
sents more  than  2,000,000  adherents,  the 
committee  of  which  I  was  a  member 
drafted  a  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously,  and  which  aflSrmed  fliat  jthe 
religious  situation  in  Russia,  Germany, 
Spain,  and  other  countries  calls  for  special 
intercession  at  the  present  time,  when  the 
universal  Church  is  confronted  with  a  con- 
certed and  violent  attack  upon  the  faith. 
It  expresses  its  sorrow  at  the  sufferings  of 
Christians  in  these  countries,  deplores  the 
violence  and  bloodshed  which  have  accom- 
panied the  civil  strife  in  Spain,  and  prays 
for  the  speedy  ending  of  the  war. 

This  resolution  wipes  out,  so  far  as 
Methodism  is  concerned,  the  tragic 
disgrace  of  being  involved  in  the  action 
of  the  self-appointed  committee  of  six, 
including  two  Deans  and  a  leading  Metho- 
dist minister,  who  accepted  the  hospitality 
of  the  Government  of  Valencia  and  gave 
a  report  exclusively  based  on  their  visit  to 
the  territory  governed  by  Valencia.  Such 
action  would  have  been  paralleled  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Christian  Church  if 
six  Christians  had  accepted  Nero's  hos- 
pitality and  visited  Rome,  reporting  after- 
wards to  the  Church  at  Jerusalem  that 
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Why  should  Christians  to-day  be  less 
united  in  their  detestation  of  persecution 
than  they  were  in  the  time  of  the  Russian 
persecution  ?  Is  it  because  they  have  been 
misled  into  accepting  the  myth  of  a 
military  rising  against  a  democratic 
Government  ?  I  know  Spain  well.  I  was 
in  Cadiz  on  the  day  of  the  General  Elec- 
tion, 1936,  and  was  left  with  no  illusions 
as  to  the  methods  under  which  that  election 
was  held. 


At  the  Methodist  Conference  in  Brad- 
ford, which  is  still  sitting,  and  which  repre- 
sents more  than  2,000,000  adherents,  the 
committee  of  which  I  was  a  member 
drafted  a  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously,  and  which  aflBrmed  that  the 
reUgious  situation  in  Russia,  Germany, 
Spain,  and  other  countries  calls  for  special 
intercession  at  the  present  time,  when  the 
universal  Church  is  confronted  with  a  con- 
certed and  violent  attack  upon  the  faith. 
It  expresses  its  sorrow  at  the  sufferings  of 
Christians  in  these  countries,  deplores  the 
violence  and  bloodshed  which  have  accom- 
panied the  civil  strife  in  Spain,  and  prays 
for  the  speedy  ending  of  the  war. 

This  resolution  wipes  out,  so  far  as 
Methodism  is  concerned,  the  tragic 
disgrace  of  being  involved  in  the  action 
of  the  self-appointed  committee  of  six, 
including  two  Deans  and  a  leading  Metho- 
dist minister,  who  accepted  the  hospitality 
of  the  Government  of  Valencia  and  gave 
a  report  exclusively  based  on  their  visit  to 
the  territory  governed  by  Valencia.  Such 
action  would  have  been  paralleled  in  the 
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Alio©  T/oolbert 
Division  of  Jlanuscripts 
Library  of  Congress 
Washington,  D.  c 

Ify  dear  Miss  Woolberti 


Per  two  years  the  courageous  people  of  Republican  Spain  have 
resisted  fascism,  undaunted  by  the  horrors  of  ruthless  bombings. 
For  two  years,  the  people  of  Washington,  through  the  Washington 
Friends  of  Spanish  Democracy,  have  provided  material  and  moral 
support  to  these  brave  Loyalists,  and  Loyalist  Spain  still  fights 
on. 

Democratic  Spain  must  have  aid  from  an  ever  increasing  mass 
of  adherents  to  democracy.  What  do  they  need!  Food,  clothing, 
medical  supplies  and  the  moral  support  of  Americans. 

During  the  coming  months,  a  nation-wide  campaign  to  raise 
funds  and  supplies  for  a  relief  ship  will  be  conducted  and  Wash- 
ington trade  unions,  church  groups,  fraternal  and  peace  and  all 
other  organizations  devoted  to  the  principles  of  idemocracy  must 
contribute  their  part  to  this  drive.  \ 

On  Thursday,  July  7,  at  the  Lee  House,  15th  and  L  Streets, 
N.  W. ,  at  8;15  P.M.,  a  conference  will  be  held  to  plan  the  cam- 
paign and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  mass  meeting  on  July  IB, 
the  anniversary  of  two  years  of  struggle  against  fascism.  The 
mass  meeting  will  be  the  high-light  of  the  relief  ship  drive. 

We  consider  your  group  as  one  devoted  to  American  demooi-acy 
and  urge  you  to  send  two  representatives  to  this  conference. 


SiAcerely; yours, 


-iJ^^cL— 


Lalon  Henderson, 
Presideni 
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